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Product of the Year, Awards 2014. Excelling in sound and style, the Y50s are a promising start
for AKG’s latest range Tested at £80
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Our Verdict

Product of the Year, Awards 2014. Excelling in sound and style, the Y50s are a promising start for AKG’s latest range

For Against

Rhythmic, clear and detailed e Source’s might need to be turned up
Time well e Ears get warm after a while

Dynamic and punchy

Well-built

Portable

Reviewed on 14th August 2014

Video review

It only takes a passing glance to see these are AKG’s handiwork.

Design

PSS The ‘AKG’ lettering boldly brandished across the Y50s’ colourful red, yellow, teal or (less colourful) black ear cups is
Verdict certainly a talking point of these on-ears — a top-end model in AKG's new lifestyle headphone range, the Y-Series.
Backtotop £ Sitting just below the flagship Y55 over-ears (£100), the Y50s are part of a three in-ears and three on-ears range.

Their bold look is perhaps a little out of character for the Austrian company, but it's a clear step towards refreshing its entire

headphone collection (which until now has largely consisted of the famous K Series) and attracting a younger market.

MORE: Awards 2014 - Best on-ear headphones (http://www.whathifi.com/awards/2014/ear-headphones)

Video review
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Design

You get the chocie of red, yellow, teal or (less colourful) black ear cups

We like the creative design, but don’t mistake it for a low-quality gimmick — these are exceptionally well made

headphones.
Their aluminium ear cups — which house 40mm drivers — have a smooth, glossy feel and feature fine cosmetic detail.

They may be considerably larger than the Award-winning AKG K451s’ dinky cups, but portability isn’t an issue thanks to a

neatly designed mechanism that lets them fold flat and collapse inwards for easy storage.

That could be in the supplied material case or, perhaps, a large coat pocket.

Despite the stainless-steel headband being wafer-thin, it's durable — surviving a few yanks during our test — and ample
cushioning underneath is good enough protection for your head.

The leather earpads sit firmly on the ears — physically blocking out external hubbub — though make them a little heated

after an hour or so. Still, they should keep cool enough for a train journey.

The 3.5mm-ended cable also has an in-line remote for hands-free smartphone calling.

More after the break
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Performance

If you listen to music for long periods, the earpads make ears a little toasty

Their design might not be so typical for AKG headphones, but their sound certainly is. The Y50s don't fall into the
self-destructive trap of style over substance, sounding as cheery as they look with Pharrell Williams’ Happy

(http://spotify:track:6NPVjNh8Jhru9xOmyQigds).

Revelling in the song’s cheerful beat and quick tempo, top timing and rhythmic, punchy expression are their forte.

Unlike the K451 (http://www.whathifi.com/akg/k451/review)’s direct, forthright approach, these 'phones have an open and

spacious soundstage. And they fill it well.

Balanced and insightful, there’s equilibrium between the song’s clap beats, chirpy vocals and ever-present cymbals —
though, if anything, bass throbs a little over-enthusiastically with the drumbeat.

The earcups twist and fold inwards into the headband so they can be easily carried

A throng of detail is revealed, the cymbals clearly present even when they’re just a whisper among the rest of the dense
track’s noise.

The Y50s convey the immense sense of scale and power behind the orchestration in James Newton Howard’s Evacuation
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(http://spotify:track:7eFS3XFzwwT6¢qES8ZDFEFuO) (from the | Am Legend soundtrack). Trombones soar and violins erupt as the

orchestration comes to a head.
Dynamically sound, the Y50s effortlessly wind down during the more delicate moments too.

Again, finer detail prevails through the dense sections of the track, subtle xylophones passing through clearly, and the

wordless choir prominent among the foreground instrumentals.

Is there a downside? They’re a touch on the quiet side; if you like things loud, turning up your device’s volume will drain its

battery quicker than usual.

Verdict

Otherwise, the Y50s don’t put a foot wrong as a pair of portable cans.

Though the funky design had us thinking they might be style-over-substance Beats wannabes, it's just a smokescreen for

what’s another great-sounding pair of AKG headphones.

MORE: Awards 2014 - all the winners (http://www.whathifi.com/awards/2014)

Where to buy View all » (/akg/y50/compare-prices)
AKG Y50
1 2 2 & & ¢
Superfi £59 Go to retailer (http://retail-

solution-api-659960030.eu-
west-1.elb.amazonaws.com

/product
/e3a467f73cfd4d8ecb5dc84¢

(http:/retail-solution-
api-659960030.eu-
west-1.elb.amazonaws.com

/product
/e3a467f73cfd4d8ecb5dc848536ecc5b)

£49.95 Go to retailer (http://retail-

solution-api-659960030.eu-
m y'm west-1.elb.amazonaws.com
/product
/6c53cdb37380911efe3e729°

(http://retail-solution-
api-659960030.eu-
west-1.elb.amazonaws.com

/product
/6c53cdb37380911efe3e7291de3309b5)
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